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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, PINR, GB 

SUB J : SOVIET AN-30 IN LIBREVILLE 

REF: A. MONROVIA 0772, B. LIBREVILLE 0173 

1 . IAN. 29 NEWS ARTICLE REPEATS STATEMENT BY SOVIET EMBASSY 
CONCERNING AN-30 VISIT TO LIBREVILLE. SOVIETS SAID PLANE WAS 
CARRYING OUT DEMONSTRATION FLIGHTS ORGANIZED BY THEIR 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN COMMERCE, AND ADDED INTERESTING NOTE 
THAT THIS AIRCRAFT NOT USED FOR PURPOSES OF MILITARY 
RECONNAISSANCE BUT FOR AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND MAP-MAKING. 
ARTICLE ALSO STATES PLANE WAS "HELD' 1 IN LIBREVILLE UNTIL 

JAN. 28, IMPLYING THAT THIS WAS AGAINST SOVIETS' WISHES. 

2. COMMENT: GABONESE NOT LIKELY TO CHANGE THEIR OPINION 
THAT AN-30'S PURPOSE WAS INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION. IF 
AIRCRAFT'S VISIT WAS LEGITIMATE, THEN SOVIETS BUNGLED IT 
BADLY.STEIGMAN 
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